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ligious and social customs. The British have sometimes been
blamed for their reluctance to depart from strict neutrality even
where reforms in social customs were obviously desirable. But
there were some notable exceptions. In 1829 Lord William
Bcnonck, then Governor-General, with the support of a great
Indian reformer, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, decided to make the
practice of suttee illegal. This was a practice by which high-caste
Hindu widows sacrificed themselves on the funeral pyre of their
husbands. Though never a generally accepted custom, 839 suttees
were reported in Bengal in the year 1818. Suttee-stones scattered
over India still perpetuate the memory of a few of its unfortunate
victims, as do the pathetic imprints of the little hands of fifteen
Rajput princesses on one of the gateways of the fort of Jodhpur.
jfo die Punjab and the Rajput States suttee was not finally aban-
doned until many years later.

It was Bentinck also who took the first steps in the legal sup-
pression of the Thugs, a sect who were trained to strangle and then
rob travellers on the road, professing to regard their victims as
sacrifices to the goddess Kali. Infanticide of girl children, a com-
mon practice among certain castes, and slavery were gradually
brought to an end. The India of the early nineteenth century was
TOry different from the India of to-day.

For a long time the Company was hostile to missionaries and
refused them all facilities to enter their territories. But the
humanitarians, headed by William Wilberforce, leader of the
movement for the abolition of slavery, pressed for their admit-
tance. And from the time that William Carey, a Baptist minister,
got himself smuggled ashore in a Danish ship in 1794, they have
been one of the greatest influences in the spread of education in
India.                                               %

In the chaotic conditions which followed the collapse of the
Mogul power there had been a great dedine in both Hindu and
Moslem learning. Again owing &> tiie efforts of the haiomir-
taiians, a giant for the encouragement of education was inserted
m the Company's charter in 1813. There followd a loeg coufcro